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THE USERS ACCESS THE DATA UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED 

INTERFACE 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 
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ALLOWING A PLURALITY OF USERS TO ACCESS TO THE DATA 
UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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DISPLAYING A PLURALITY OF GOODS TO THE USERS ACCESSING 
THE DATA UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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ALLOWING THE ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS ON THE GOODS FROM THE 
USERS UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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APPOINTING A SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER FOR AT LEAST ONE 
BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



GRANTING AUTHORITY TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO 
NEGOTIATE PURCHASE AGREEMENTS FOR AT LEAST ONE 
SUPPLY CHAIN COMMODITY ON BEHALF OF THE AT LEAST ONE 
BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



ENTERING INTO AT LEAST ONE PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR THE 

COMMODITY, WHEREIN EACH PURCHASE AGREEMENT IS 
BETWEEN THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER ON BEHALF OF THE AT 
LEAST ONE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT AND A SELLING 
SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



PERIODICALLY ANALYZING COMMODITY MARKET PRICE 
INFORMATION INCLUDING INFORMATION DERIVED FROM AN 
INTEGRATED SUPPLY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR DETERMINING 
AN EFFECTIVE PRICE OF THE COMMODITY 



ESTABLISHING, BY THE AT LEAST ONE PURCHASE AGREEMENT, 
A CONTRACT PRICE DEPENDING UPON THE EFFECTIVE PRICE 

FOR THE COMMODITY IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE A 
DETERMINATION OF THE EFFECTIVE PRICE OF THE COMMODITY 

HAS BEEN MADE 
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FIG. 43B 
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APPOINTING A SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER FOR A BUYING SUPPLY 
CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



GRANTING AUTHORITY TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO 
NEGOTIATE SUPPLY AGREEMENTS BETWEEN A SELLING SUPPLY 
CHAIN PARTICIPANT AND THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER ON 
BEHALF OF THE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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ENTERING INTO THE SUPPLY AGREEMENT. WHEREIN THE 

SUPPLY AGREEMENT HAS PROVISIONS INCLUDING I) 
ESTABLISHING A CONTRACT PRICE FOR THE GOOD, AND II) 
REQUIRING THE SELLING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT TO BILL 
THE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT AT AN INVOICE PRICE 
TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 



ESTABLISHING AN INVOICE PRICE FOR THE GOOD AT VARIOUS 
TIMES DURING THE TERM OF THE SUPPLY AGREEMENT 
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APPOINTING A SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER FOR AT LEAST ONE 
BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



AUTHORIZING THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE 
SUPPLY AGREEMENTS FOR AT LEAST ONE GOOD ON BEHALF OF 
THE AT LEAST ONE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



ENTERING INTO AT LEAST ONE SUPPLY AGREEMENT FOR THE AT 

LEAST ONE GOOD. WHEREIN PROVISIONS OF THE SUPPLY 
AGREEMENT INCLUDE: (I) PRICING FOR EACH ONE GOOD SHALL 

BE BASED UPON FACTORS INCLUDING AN ACTUAL MARKET 
PRICE OF AT LEAST ONE COMMODITY WHEN THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

MANAGER HAS NOT ESTABLISHED A COMMODITY POSITION 
PRICE; AND (II) PRICING FOR EACH ONE GOOD SHALL BE BASED 
UPON FACTORS INCLUDING A COMMODITY POSITION PRICE OF 
AT LEAST ONE COMMODITY WHEN THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 
HAS ESTABLISHED A COMMODITY POSITION PRICE 



PERIODICALLY ESTABLISHING THROUGH THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGER A COMMODITY POSITION PRICE 
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TRANSMITTING INVOICE LEVEL SALES DATA FROM THE SUPPLIER 
TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING A NETWORK 



4632 



SENDING GROSS PURCHASE DATA FROM THE DISTRIBUTORS TO 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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COMMUNICATING DAILY SALES DATA FROM THE STORES TO THE 
OFFICE OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING THE 

NETWORK 
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TRANSMITTING TOTAL MENU ITEM SALES DATA FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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TRANSMITTING INVOICE LEVEL SALES DATA FROM THE SUPPLIER 
TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING A NETWORK 







SENDING INVOICE LEVEL SALES DATA FROM THE DISTRIBUTORS 
TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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COMMUNICATING DAILY SALES DATA FROM THE STORES TO THE 
OFFICE OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER UTILIZING THE 

NETWORK 



TRANSMITTING DAILY SALES DATA FROM THE OFFICE OF THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 
UTILIZING THE NETWORK, WHEREIN THE DAILY SALES DATA IS 
ORGANIZED BASED ON THE STORES FROM WHICH THE DAILY 
SALES DATA ORIGINATED 
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FIG. 47 
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ALLOWING A USER TO LINK TO A PLURALITY OF RESTAURANT 
INTERFACES INCLUDING INFORMATION RELATING TO AT LEAST 
ONE DISTRIBUTOR 
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DISPLAYING AT LEAST ONE DISTRIBUTOR LINK ON EACH 
RESTAURANT INTERFACE, EACH DISTRIBUTOR LINK CAPABLE OF 
LINKING TO A DISTRIBUTOR INTERFACE INCLUDING 
INFORMATION RELATING TO AT LEAST ONE SUPPLIER 



4834 



DEPICTING AT LEAST ONE SUPPLIER LINK ON EACH DISTRIBUTOR 
INTERFACE, EACH SUPPLIER LINK CAPABLE OF LINKING TO A 
SUPPLIER INTERFACE 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO AN 
AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD BY THE STORES 
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AGGREGATING THE DATA IN A DATABASE 
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RECEIVING A REQUEST FROM A SUPPLIER, THE REQUEST 
INCLUDING A PLURALITY OF SUPPLIER PARAMETERS 



EXTRACTING INFORMATION FROM THE DATABASE RELEVANT TO 
THE SUPPLIER PARAMETERS IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST 
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TRANSMITTING THE INFORMATION FROM THE DATABASE TO THE 
SUPPLIER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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ADJUSTING A SUPPLY OF RAW MATERIALS FROM WHICH THE 
GOODS ARE PRODUCED BASED ON THE INFORMATION 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO AN 
AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD BY THE STORES 
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AGGREGATING THE DATA IN A DATABASE 
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RECEIVING A REQUEST FROM A DISTRIBUTOR, THE REQUEST 
INCLUDING A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTOR PARAMETERS 
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EXTRACTING INFORMATION FROM THE DATABASE RELEVANT TO 
THE DISTRIBUTOR PARAMETERS IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST 
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TRANSMITTING THE INFORMATION FROM THE DATABASE TO THE 
DISTRIBUTOR UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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ADJUSTING AN AMOUNT OF RAW MATERIALS PURCHASED IN 
CORRELATION TO THE PRODUCTION OF THE GOODS BASED ON 
THE INFORMATION 
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REGISTERING A PLURALITY OF STORES. DISTRIBUTORS AND 
SUPPLIERS OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING THE INTERNET 



5732 



ASSIGNING EACH OF THE STORES, DISTRIBUTORS AND 
SUPPLIERS AN IDENTIFIER 
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RECEIVING A REQUEST FROM A USER FOR ACCESS TO A 
DATABASE UTILIZING A FIRST WEB-PAGE. WHEREIN THE 
REQUEST INCLUDES AN IDENTIFIER 
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IDENTIFYING THE USER AS AT LEAST ONE OF A STORE. 
DISTRIBUTOR AND SUPPLIER USING THE IDENTIFIER 
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DISPLAYING A SECOND WEB-PAGE IF THE USER IS IDENTIFIED AS 
A STORE, A THIRD WEB-PAGE IF THE USER IS IDENTIFIED AS A 
DISTRIBUTOR. AND A FOURTH WEB-PAGE IF THE USER IS 
IDENTIFIED AS A SUPPLIER 
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v. 



SENDING A DISTRIBUTOR AN ORDER FOR GOODS FROM A 
SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT UTILIZING A NETWORK 



TRACKING THE GOODS UTILIZING A BAR CODE 



STORING RESULTS OF THE TRACKING IN A DATABASE 



ALLOWING THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT TO ACCESS THE 
RESULTS OF THE TRACKING UTILIZING A NETWORK WITH TCP/IP 

PROTOCOL 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM AT LEAST ONE STORE OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK. THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF GOODS BY THE AT LEAST ONE STORE 
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GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON THE 
DATA FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OF THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN 
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RECEIVING SUPPLIER INFORMATION FROM A MANAGEMENT 
HEADQUARTERS UTILIZING THE NETWORK, WHEREIN THE 
SUPPLIER INFORMATION INCLUDES A PLURALITY OF SUPPLIERS 
SELECTED TO SUPPLY THE STORE WITH THE GOODS 
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USING THE SUPPLIER INFORMATION TO TRANSMIT THE 
ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM TO THE SELECTED SUPPLIERS OF 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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FIG. 62 
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COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



DISPLAYING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE FOR ALLOWING 
ACCESS TO THE DATA 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON THE 
DATA UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE FOR 
ORDERING GOODS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN, 
THE ELECTRONIC ORDER INCLUDING A CONTACT WITH TERMS 
OF A DELIVERY OF THE GOODS 



TRACKING INFORMATION RELATING TO AT LEAST ONE OF THE 
DELIVERY OF THE GOODS AND COSTS OF THE GOODS UTILIZING 

THE NETWORK 



COMPARING THE TRACKED INFORMATION WITH THE TERMS OF 

THE CONTRACT 
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FIG. 64 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM AT LEAST ONE STORE OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF GOODS BY THE AT LEAST ONE STORE 



GENERATING ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS BASED ON THE DATA 
FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTORS 
OF THE SUPPLY CHA'N 
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COMPARING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS FOR EACH OF THE 
DISTRIBUTORS FOR MONITORING THE RELIANCE OF THE AT 
LEAST ONE STORE ON EACH DISTRIBUTOR 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM AT LEAST ONE STORE OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF GOODS BY THE AT LEAST ONE STORE 
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GENERATING ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS BASED ON THE DATA 
FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A PLURALITY OF SUPPLIERS OF 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
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SENDING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS TO THE SUPPLIERS 
SO THAT THE GOODS ARE SUPPLIED TO THE STORES 
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COMPARING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS FOR EACH OF THE 
SUPPLIERS FOR MONITORING THE RELIANCE OF THE AT LEAST 
ONE STORE ON EACH SUPPLIER 
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FIG. 66 



6730 



v. 



COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 
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DISPLAYING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE FOR ALLOWING 
ACCESS TO THE DATA 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON THE 

DATA UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE FOR 
ORDERING GOODS FROM SELECTED DISTRIBUTORS OF THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN, WHEREIN THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 

INCLUDES A BULLETIN BOARD DISPLAYING INFORMATION 
RECEIVED FROM EACH OF THE STORES, THE INFORMATION 
RELATING TO THE DISTRIBUTORS FOR FACILITATING THE 
SELECTION OF THE DISTRIBUTORS 
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COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 
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DISPLAYING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE FOR ALLOWING 
ACCESS TO THE DATA 



6834 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON THE 
DATA UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE FOR 
ORDERING GOODS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OR A SUPPLIER OF THE 

SUPPLY CHAIN, WHEREIN THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
INCLUDES A VIRTUAL CATALOG TO FACILITATE THE GENERATION 
OF THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM 
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FIG. 68 
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COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK. THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF GOODS BY THE STORES 



7032 



7034 



ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED 

INTERFACE 



GENERATING ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS BASED ON THE DATA 
FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTORS 
OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
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SENDING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS TO THE 
DISTRIBUTORS UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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RECEIVING INVOICES FROM THE DISTRIBUTORS UTILIZING THE 

NETWORK 
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COMPARING THE INVOICES WITH THE ELECTRONIC ORDER 
FORMS FOR AUDITING THE INVOICES 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF SUPPLY CHAIN 
PARTICIPANTS OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



ASSIGNING EACH OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANTS WITH AN 

IDENTIFIER 



LISTING THE DATA FOR EACH OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
PARTICIPANTS UTILIZING THE IDENTIFIER TO PRESERVE THE 
ANONYMITY OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 
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FIG. 72 
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Fig. 75 
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Fig. 77 
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REGISTERING A PLURALITY OF USERS INCLUDING SUPPLIERS, 
DISTRIBUTORS, AND STORES OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A 

NETWORK 
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RECEIVING A REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING 
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COMPARING THE IDENTIFIER AGAINST THE LIST 
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DISPLAYING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE FOR ALLOWING 
ACCESS TO THE DATA UPON THE SUCCESSFUL COMPARISON OF 
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